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Elliott Klaassen (‘10)
and Megan Ryan (‘10) 
were married March 14, 
2015. in Lawrence, on the 
KU campus. They now live 
in Los Angeles, where Elliott 
works for Keslow Camera 
and Megan works for Laurel 
& Wolf.

Jordyn Morgan 
(‘11) and Matthew 
Pike (‘09) were married 
June 19, 2015, at Tan-
ganyika Wildlife Park. 
Jordyn is a registered 
nurse at Via Christi St. 
Francis hospital and 
Matt is in management 
at the Mattress Firm.  
They currently live in 
Wichita.

U.S. Air National Guard Airman 1st 
Class Josiah Degrado (‘14) graduat-
ed from basic military training at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Lackland, in Texas.

Trinity Academy will expand to open an elementary and middle school in fall 
2016. The new school will be built just south of the high school on Founders Circle, 
past the practice soccer field.

“We’re excited about the new school,” said Pete Ochs, chairman of the board of 
trustees. “We believe the K-8 will help us pursue our mission of developing compe-
tent and character-driven leaders.”

The main features of the school are as follows:
•	 A preparatory school, offering accelerated K-8 classes to enable a high 

school student to graduate with up to 60 hours of college credit.
•	 Spiritual formation -- each day, students will be focused on the develop-

ment of formative spiritual habits to last a lifetime, like daily Bible reading, 
prayer, journaling, and meditating on God’s word.

•	 Small class sizes - approximately 16 per class.
•	 Explicit phonics instruction
•	 Developmental approach - multi-sensory teaching methods designed to 

develop creative and critical thinking skills.
•	 Foreign language - Spanish K through 6th grade; Latin 7th  and 8th 

grade.
•	 Athletics - KSHSAA middle school teams: football, track, cross country, 

volleyball, and basketball.
•	 Fine arts -- vocal music, band, visual arts, and drama club.
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Upcoming Events:

Homecoming

Game - Feb. 12

TA vs. Cheney

Musical:

Singin’ in the Rain

Feb. 25 - 27

7 p.m.

Banquet

April 7

Speaker:

Dr. Kneeland  

      Brown

Trinity breaks ground on K-8
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Introducing Trinity’s new K-8 principal

At 6 a.m., Kevin Neuenswander’s 
phone pings with a text message. 
A friend wants him to know he is 
starting his daily quiet time. 

A little time passes, and there 
are a few more pings with similar 
messages.

The texts are from a handful of 
the 27 or 28 men Neuenswander 
currently mentors. It’s a simple 
exercise in accountability, a simple 
way to ensure that those who want 
to know God are spending time with 
Him.  

Neuenswander has invested 
his life in helping others know and 
love God. Soon, he’ll be investing 
in the lives of young children 
as the principal of Trinity’s new 
elementary and middle school. 

Kevin Neuenswander has spent 
30 years in education, most recently 
as the principal for Newton’s Slate 
Creek Elementary, where he spent 
14 years. He spent another four 
years as the assistant principal for 
Cloud Elementary, which was the 
largest elementary in Kansas at 
the time. Prior to that, he spent a 
decade teaching elementary vocal 

music, French and 
Spanish in USD 259.

“Last year was 
my 30th year in edu-
cation,” says Neuen-
swander. “I had 30 
years that were more 
evangelistic. I was 
able to lead some 
of my students and 
parents to Christ, 
so that was exciting. 
But here (at Trinity), 
it’s more about dis-
cipling, more about 
mentoring. I think 
that is what God has 

for me. I know that’s what God has, 
because I’m here.”

Neuenswander believes that 
even very young children can and 
should have a relationship with 
Christ.

“Even starting with kindergar-
ten, kids can develop spiritual disci-
plines, and have a spiritual rhythm. 
I was saved when I was 4. I grew up 
having a relationship with Christ at 
a young age. All four of my daugh-
ters accepted Christ at a young age. 
My three older ones are involved in 
missions on their own, have quiet 
times on their own, journal, those 
kinds of things. Debbie and I got to 
model that,” he said

Of course, Neuenswander is 
passionate about academics too. 
He has spent the past eight years 
as an adjunct professor for Baker 
University where he teaches 
masters level classes for pre-K to 
adult education classes. The classes 
center on learning theory and 
strategies. 

Neuenswander wants Trinity’s 
elementary to produce well-round-

ed students prepared for life. He 
would love to see vocal and instru-
mental music and foreign languages 
introduced at the elementary level.

“Many businesses are looking 
to hire kids that can collaborate 
and problem solve. They want good 
readers and writers, good math-
ematicians. They want employees 
that are well rounded. I would love 
to see an army of the next genera-
tion of Christian leaders, completely 
integrated in their walk with Christ 
and academics.”

This year, Neuenswander is 
teaching two Spanish 2 classes and 

Directed Studies at the high school. 
“I can’t think of a better way to 

get to know the school. And I love 
teaching,” said Neuenswander. 
“What a great opportunity to model 
strategies. In K-12th grade, there 
are certain strategies that are 
effective for all kids. It’s a great 
opportunity to put my money where 
my mouth is.”

Neuenswander and his wife, 
Debbie, were one of the founding 
couples of River Community 
Church, a non-denominational 
Christian church on Oliver, where 
Kevin continues to serve as an 
elder. 

Kevin Neuenswander has more than 
30 prayer journals, covering the past 
30-40 years of his life. At the end of 
each year, he reviews the journal 
and looks for common themes in the 
journal entries.
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Chad Edwards joins board of trustees
     Chad Edwards is the newest 
member of the Trinity board of 
trustees.      

 Chad brings an understanding 
of youth culture, incarnational 
evangelism, and adolescent 
discipleship from his work 
with Young Life. He also has 
spent a significant part of his 
career focused on leadership 
development in the 95 countries 
in which Young Life works. 

He and his wife Renee joined 
Young Life staff in 1999 and 
started the Young Life work in 
Portugal. Chad has continued to 
work for Young Life, currently 
serving as vice president of 
field intiatives. He oversees six 
initiatives in Young Life around 
the globe including college 
students, teen moms, and 
adolescents with disabilities. 

Renee has taught for 10 
years and has been a part of 

the Trinity faculty for seven years 
where she currently teaches junior 
English. 

Chad and Renee share a passion 
for Christian education and believe 

in the significant impact a teenage 
life can have when devoted to Christ 
and equipped to make a difference.

Chad and Renee have three 
children.

Jacob, Avery, Renee, Chad, and Lukas Edwards.  

•	 Special needs instruction for students who struggle academically as well as gifted students.
•	 Biblical integration - all classes taught with a Biblical worldview.
Phase I of the new school will include 13 classrooms,  a Commons, music room, science room, library, kitchen, 

and offices. Phase I is estimated to cost $3.8 million. Already $3.4 million has been raised. 
Phase II and III of the school will include additional classrooms and a new gym. The school will wait until God 

provides the funds to build the next phases. 

Limited Enrollment
Enrollment	begins	in	January	and	will	be	limited	the	first	year	to	one	or	two	sections	of	ap-

proximately 16 students per grade. Students will be admitted on a first-come, first-served basis. For more 
information, contact Admissions Director Ellie Kriwiel at 316-634-0909, or email kriwielel@trinityacademy.org. 
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Alumni News
Aubree Stevenson 

(‘12) married Thomas 
Dieker (‘12) January 3, 
2015. The couple lives in 
Wichita where Thomas 
is a senior in aerospace 
engineering at Wichita 
State University. Aubree 
graduated from WSU in 
May and teaches in 
USD 259.

Susanne Holman (‘05), 
graduated with high honors 
from WSU with a doctorate in 
physical therapy in May 2015.  
Susanne is engaged to Michael 
Estivo and is employed at 
Health South Rehab Hospital 
in Memphis.

Two Deutsch babies have 
been born! Kaydence Lee (left) 
was born to Jaclyn and Kevin 
Deutsch (‘03) on June 16, 
2015. Britton Ann (right) was 
born to Melissa and Matt 
Deutsch (‘00) on June 1, 2015.

Elliott Klaassen (‘10)
and Megan Ryan (‘10) 
were married March 14, 
2015. in Lawrence, on the 
KU campus. They now live 
in Los Angeles, where Elliott 
works for Keslow Camera 
and Megan works for Laurel 
& Wolf.

Jordyn Morgan 
(‘11) and Matthew 
Pike (‘09) were married 
June 19, 2015, at Tan-
ganyika Wildlife Park. 
Jordyn is a registered 
nurse at Via Christi St. 
Francis hospital and 
Matt is in management 
at the Mattress Firm.  
They currently live in 
Wichita.

U.S. Air National Guard Airman 1st 
Class Josiah Degrado (‘14) graduat-
ed from basic military training at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Lackland, in Texas.
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Homecoming
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Musical:

Singin’ in the Rain
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Alumni, we want to hear from you! 
Send your news to atteberj@trinity-
academy.org.


